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Abstract:

Climate change will affect the health of urban populations. It represents a range of environmental hazards
and will affect populations where the current burden of climate-sensitive disease is high - such as the urban
poor in low- and middle-income countries. Understanding the current impact of weather and climate
variability on the health of urban populations is the first step towards assessing future impacts. In this paper,
we have reviewed the scientific evidence for the effects of temperature, rainfall and extreme events on
human health, in particular the impacts of heat waves and floods. The methods for assessing the risks of
climate change are undergoing development, and there is a need to shift the focus from global and regional
to local studies. Sectoral approaches to climate change impact assessments often ignore the effects on
health. There is a need to better describe the risks to health from extreme weather events as well as
improve the effectiveness of public health interventions. Improving the resilience of cities to climate change
also requires improvements in the urban infrastructure, but such improvements may not be achieved quickly
enough to avoid an increased burden of disease due to global climate change.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0956247808089154

Resource Description

Communication: &

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: &

audience to whom the resource is directed
Researcher

Early Warning System: &

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health

A focus of content

Exposure : &
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weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event, Precipitation, Temperature
Extreme Weather Event: Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones
Temperature: Extreme Heat
Geographic Feature: &
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Urban
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Asia
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Infectious Disease, Injury
Infectious Disease: Foodborne/Waterborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease
Foodborne/Waterborne Disease: General Foodborne/Waterborne Disease
Vectorborne Disease: General Vectorborne
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Population of Concern: A focus of content
Population of Concern: &
populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts
Low Socioeconomic Status
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Review
Resilience: &

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content

Timescale: @

Page 2 of 3


What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?

What is this?


Climate Change and Human Health Literature Portal
O

time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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